A young lady who had suffered much from hysteria and irregularities in menstruation, though otherwise she enjoyed good health, married when she had attained her twentieth year, and soon became pregnant. During pregnancy she suffered much from sickness and various nervous sensations, but her labour was attended by no accident, and for the first twenty-four hours after her delivery she appeared to be doing well. An attack of puerperal peritonitis then came on, which was treated actively by depletion and antiphlogistic remedies, and all the local symptoms subsided in the course of ten or twelve days. A degree of fever, however, still continued; for the removal of which the antiphlogistic plan was still persevered in, though, incessant vomiting having supervened, it was no longer possible to administer medicines by the mouth. Two months passed thus, the patient being occasionally somewhat better, but still labouring under a slow fever with exacerbations every evening, and becoming daily more and more emaciated. The uterus now began to enlarge, but without pain, or increase of the patient's general sufferings. Various remedies were tried, but without success, to allay the sickness ; leeches were applied to the uterine region and a small dose of calomel had the effect of salivating the patient, whose illness had now lasted for four months. An attack of extremely severe pain in the abdomen now came on, lasting with brief intervals for two days and a half. During its continuance the patient shrieked with pain, and sometimes fainted from its severity. Each paroxysm was followed by the discharge of a small quantity of black faeces, but the sphincter ani seemed paralysed and injections thrown into the rectum returned immediately. At length an enema was retained, and the patient's sufferings almost immediately ceased.
Two days afterwards a considerable discharge of air and water took place from the uterus, and the patient was conscious of a constant escape of air between her thighs. The uterus diminished in size, the fever subsided and appetite returned. Within a month the lady was able to leave her room, but air still continued to issue from the uterus, and was often accompanied with a discharge of water. Water at length ceased to escape from the womb, but the escape of air continued for two years and a half, when the patient once more became pregnant.
She had but very indifferent health while pregnant, but her labour was easy and her recovery rapid. During the flow of the lochia, however, the physometra, which had ceased during the last six months of pregnancy reappeared. From that time to the date of Dr. Ercoliani's report, two years had elapsed, during which time air still continued to escape from the uterus in various quantities, and at different intervals. This occurrence takes place at all times of the day, but especially in the morning; it is increased by the operation of purgatives, by mental excitement, or by sexual intercourse. The air which escapes is perfectly devoid of smell; the health of the lady is perfectly good, with the exception of occasional hysterical symptoms, and attacks of pain in the abdomen ; which, however, are far less severe than those which she used to suffer before her second labour. [Jan.
On the Performance of Tracheotomy in the last stage of Croup.
By M. Petel, of Cateau. The object of this paper is to recommend the performance of the operation even in the last stage of the disease, a period when all other remedies are invariably useless. M. Petel has adopted it in six cases, in three of which the patients recovered, though five days had elapsed in one instance and ten in the other from the outbreak of the disease, and both patients were almost in articulo mortis. In every case warm water was thrown into the trachea after the operation several times, always with the effect of facilitating the discharge of mucosities. In one of the cases followed by recovery, a solution of 20 centigrammes of nitrate of silver to 4 grammes of water (about gr. iij. to 3j-) was dropped into the air-passages, in the other calomel was blown into the trachea. The solution of nitrate of silver was likewise employed in two of the cases which terminated fatally. The subject of the fifth observation had been suffering from croup for eight days when tracheotomy was performed; fthe patient's life was saved by it, the wound in the trachea healed, and she survived six weeks after the operation, when she died suddenly in the night.
In performing the operation, M. 
